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Suzanne Petri Celebrates the Release of “Das Grand Tour,” her Debut Studio CD on June 27th, 2007 at the Underground Wonder Bar

2006 Outstanding Cabaret Artist After Dark Award Winner Suzanne Petri follows her Live CD “A Marvelous Party!”  with her debut studio CD “Das Grand Tour.”   The CD release party continues on Wednesday, June 27th,  2007 at the Underground Wonder Bar, 10 E. Walton St 8-10:30 pm 312.266.7761.  No Cover Charge til 9 pm $8 after 9.  CD’s are available at suzannepetri.com, iTunes and CDBaby.com.

This CD is the culmination of several years of work with her musical director Bob Moreen and engineer Bud Johnson of Red Brick Recording plus many talented musicians and artists who helped make this project become a reality.   The CD contains original songs by Luke Nelson, Chad Willetts, David Finkle and Bill Weeden as well as many of Suzanne’s special favorites by Kurt Weill, Edith Piaf, Jacques Brel, Noel Coward and Marlene Dietrich.  The title takes its cue from the “grand tour” of music on the CD and the song “Das Chicago Song,” which has become a signature song.  Musicians include Chicago legend of the piano and accordion, Joe Vito, sax and bass clarinet great Dez Desormeaux, Jim Cox on bass, one of Chicago’s busiest and best, musician/composer Chad Willetts and long time friend, composer/pianist/singer Lonie Walker and members of her band: bassist Joe Thomas and percussionist Luiz Ewerling.  Many of these fine musicians and wonderful collaborators are scheduled to appear at the CD Release Celebration.

“Noted Chicago actress and cabaret darling,” Suzanne Petri has brought her "marvelous voice... vivacious performance... wry sophistication" to dozens of stages as an actor, singer and director.  She has worked at such theatres as the Goodman, Steppenwolf, Next Theatre, Eclipse, Apple Tree and American Theater Company where she is an ensemble member, appearing as Aunt Eller in the Jeff Award Recommended “Oklahoma!” Mrs. Peachum in "The Threepenny Opera," “Kid-Simple” and "Lie Of The Mind."  In 2006 she was honored to appear at the New York Cabaret Convention Jazz at Lincoln Center as well as The Chicago Cabaret Convention at Park West Theater presented by Donald Smith of the Mabel Mercer Foundation. A passionate advocate of cabaret, Suzanne is the president and a founding member of the Chicago Cabaret Professionals (www.chicagocabaret.org.)  She was a 2000 Cabaret Symposium fellow at the Eugene O’Neill Theatre Center.  She has played cabarets from Maxim’s Nancy Goldberg International Center, the Chicago Cultural Center to the University Club of Chicago, The Chicago Humanities Festival, The Underground Wonder Bar, Cyrano’s Café Simone to the late great Toulouse on the Park.  She and her musical director, the multi talented Bob Moreen are pleased to present this CD and continue with many upcoming collaborations.

“Sounds great, looks great, is great. Lovely artwork, swell photos and the music sounds fantastic and what a nice bunch of musicians.”  Luke Nelson, composer

"She brings a strong theatricality to her cabaret performances which comes across even in her CD "A Marvelous Party." Her rendition of Stephen Sondheim's "Ladies Who Lunch" is a showstopper."     Leah Zeldes, Daily Herald

“The fourth night of the annual Mabel Mercer Foundation's Cabaret Convention 2006 took place Thursday night, October 19th at the Rose Theater in the Time Warner Building on Columbus Circle in New York. The fourth evening's theme was "The Great Popular Songbook." …maintained the high standards of the first three nights this week… cabaret convention "virgin" from Chicago, Suzanne Petri, tall and blonde with an upswept hairdo and a long lavender stole, sang a comic song ["Das Chicago Song"] she stated was from an old Upstairs at the Downstairs show. It was a about a faithless lover who kept beating up her and yet she would let him come back to her, steal her money, and hurt her again, a Brecht-Weill parody which aped the Weill music, especially "Surabaya Johnny." Petri changed tact on her second number, the cabaret standard "Here's To Life" (Artie Butler-Phyllis Molinary) which she sang sitting on a stool in the crook of the piano, demonstrating her talent with a ballad with shimmering tones and strong high notes.”   Joe Regan, Cabaret Hotline Online

“Take a pinch of Edith Piaf, ad a dash of Marlene Dietrich, throw in some New Orleans-flavored jazz and St. Louis-styled blues, and then add a distinctive voice and endearing stage presence, and you've got Ms. Petri, an artist whose strength can bring the house down and stop the show. Whether she's performing solo or in one of the many collaborative showcases around town, Ms. Petri always gives 100 percent and always makes you anxious for her next appearance.” - Chicago's After Dark Awards

“Petri is a most versatile performer, segueing with effortless ease from a sultry Blues In the Night to the self-defining wittiness of Call Me Suzy (which, on this night, she used with beguiling charm to draw a large group of late-arriving diners into her show). In her divadom," residents include Edith Piaf and Marlene Dietrich as well as herself, but Petri doesn't impersonate or emulate the legends; instead, she draws inspiration from them but brings her own style to grand interpretations of La Vie En Rose and Hymne a l'amour and the German lyric of Jonny. Petri returns stateside for a deliciously charactered Laziest Gal In Town and seductive Honeysuckle Rose.

As when she stopped the show during March's Chicago Cabaret Convention and in her various appearances in City and Chicago Cabaret Professional presentations, audiences can always count on Suzanne Petri to entertain with style and artistry."-Jeff Rossen, Cabaret Scenes, August 1, 2006 www.cabaretscenes.com







